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— lui emvieth not. 1 


1 Apotie th this a ves t 
me Deſcription aud a noble Encomium of the 
great Vertue of Charity, which I need not te- 
* al you have juſt now heard it read to you 
the Epiſtle for the Day. The Words that 1 had 
made choice of for my Text are nob the leaſt part of is 
Commmendation, that it will free us from the trouble 
ſome and hateful Sin of Envy; a Vice that may juſtly 


make us odious both to God and the World, and our 


ſelyes too, as ſhall endeavour to ſhew_in- my delten 
Of t 


his Sin; 
ich, tho not fo much no oy Bens to have: 


5 morcgeneral Influence upon Men than atmoft any o. 

ther Paſſion; indeed moxe or lefs ſeems to infett al 
"On _— as do the chief lier cauſes of i it, Pride and Sl 
| 5, # O b. 5 * 


Ihe rather e chooſe to ſpeak of i it, 3 as it is a ve 


to moſt of our Dutys both to God and Men; ſo i 


a Sin in themſelves, Whatever they = W of i 


I. Shew you in ſhort what it is, and Wenn! it TRE ſts 
I. Shall ſhew you the great Sinfaltrefs and Unreaſon: 


d of it. 
il Shall ſhew you what ljudge the proper meanst 
cure it. 
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7 ſideration of any advantage we think 
dur Neighbour enjoys above our ſelves; whether it be in 
the Endowments of Body or Mind, or in their outward 
Condition; Perſons uſe to Envy others, either becauſe 
they think them, or at leaſt they may be reputed by o- 

ers to be more Handſome, or more Wiſe, or more 

ertuous; to thrive better in the World, or to enjoy 


more Honour, or a greater Reputation than they. But 


then it is to be conſiderꝰd that there are ſeveral Caſes in 
which Men may be concern d at the good things and ad- 
vantages which others enjoy, without this Sin of Envy. 
1. I may very lawfully be concern d at the Proſperity 


of another, who gets what he has by my wrong and inju- 


ry; for this is to be troubled at my own Evils, and not | 
at another Man's Profperity; which if it be immoderate, 
may indeed be ſinſul, hut however is not the fin of Envy. 


Again, If one Man get any place of honour or advan— 


tage, which another had an eye upon, or a probability of 
attaining; the concern that ſometimes follows upon this 
may be more or leſs ſinful before God, according to the 
degrees or other Circumſtances of it; but is rather to be 
reputed a trouble for his own diſappointment, than an 
evil eye at che happineſs of the other : becauſe it may 
be, that had it happen'd in any other caſe or inſtance; 


| 'T, 19 9 : 
he would have been ſo far from being troubled at it. 


that - would have been matter of rejoycing to him. 


or the ſami reaſon it is not the fin of Envy to be 


lorry for the advancement of one that is our Enemy, if 
he has by that a power of doing us a Miſchief ; becauſe 
«Man may lawfully have ſome concern at what isliketo. 


do him harm. And therefore bs, for the ſame reafon, he 


may endeavour by all Jawful methods to hinder the ad- 


Yanecmerir of fuch a perfon;ſo he may lawfully have ſo 
much uneaſineſs after it as a Man may have for whatis 
a prejudice to himſelf. But in both theſe caſes we muſt = 


ave a care that we be not moy'd by enmity. or teſent- 
ment, that we do not endeavout to hinder or be troubled 
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Ez” Injury; for that is utterly inconfiſtent with Chriſtian Cha: 
ri and Forgiveneſs: But what we do, in this Caſe, muſt 
always have reſpect to what Evils or Injuries may come 

upon us for the future, which we may very juſtly * 
cern'd at, and uſe all lawful means to prevent it. tu 

238 lt is not the ſin of Envy to be troubled at any Man' 
Proſperity, which is like to be a ꝓrejudice to the Publick. 
If a Man be in publick Employment who is unfit for it, or 
Go like to do harm in it; if he keep out a worthy. Perſon, or 

receive that Incouragement which is due only to Merit 
and Vertne : In theſe, and all other Caſes of the ſame M 
nature, where Miſchief is done, or Good hinder'd by the Har 
Advancement or Proſperity of any Perſon, we may law. 
fully wiſh that, if it pleasd God, things were otherwiſe, 
and have ſome concern to ſee them ſo. But then we muſt 
have a care that an evil eye, or a regard to our ſelves, 
don't corrupt our Judgments, and make us think Men 
unworthy of what they have, becauſe they keep us or 
our Friends from it: And after all, ſince it is other Peo- 
| ple's Work to take care of theſe Matters, we ſhould not 
be too quick in our Cenſures, tho' things don't go ex- u 
42s ctly according to thoſe meaſures we would lay down. 
Ĩ be laſt Caſe I ſhall lay down, is this, That the ſee- 
—_. hn be ute in another Perſon, may ſometimes, Wn 
Vilthout the ſin of Envy, cauſe trouble in us, by making 
us refle&t:upon our ſelves; as being without that thing 
Which we admire in him. But then to keep this trou- 
dle innocent, it muſt have theſe two Qualifications. 
|. _ (.) That the thing which occaſions our trouble, which 
| _ our Neighbor has, and we want, be really ſomething that 
is worthy the Cate of a Chriſtian; not that the other 

Perſon is more handſome, or better dreſs'd, or has more 
Money, or more Admirers, or any thing of this kind: 

becauſe the not having theſe thingsought not to be matter 

of trouble to any Chriſtian, or be the cauſe of Emulation 
among each other, they being things of no great moment 
in themſelves, and ſuch, for the moſt part, as God give 
freely to whomhe pleales ! and therefore as ee 
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be proud of them; ſo thoſe who 
have them not, ſhould not be for that reaſon uneaſy or 
diſcontented. But if I ſee a great degree of Piety or Ver- 
tue, or Wiſdom, or any other real Excellency in my 
Neighbour ; this may ſometimes very juſtly occaſion 
trouble, to conſider how little have Improv'd in theſe _ 
things my ſelf under ſuch Opportunities as I have had. 
2. But then muſt come in the ſecond Qualification, 
that this trouble and concern ſhould be, not becauſe our 
Neighbour has theſe things, but becauſe we our ſelves 
are without them, who ought to have them as well as he: 
and therefore we muſt be ſure to take care that we do 
ot malign, or hate, or backbite, or under value our 
Neighbour, by that to bring him down to our level; nay 
e muſt not ſo much as in our thought wiſh that he 
were without thoſe good things, becauſe they hinder our 
lory or Reputation: but we ought, by the conſidera- 
ion of his improvement, to be aſham'd of our own neg- 
gence to grow more diligent and careful, and induſtri- 
us for the future. And herein lies chiefly the difference — 
xetwixt that hateful fin of Envy, and that generous emu- - 
ation which is ſometimes ſeen in great Minds; that the 
ne tends to improve our ſelves, makes a Man uncaſy 
t his own Defects, and ſpurs him on to Induſtry; the 
ther would bring his Neighbour down, and therefore 
ads commonly to Heart-burnings , and Jcalouſies 
nd Defamation, and Supplantivg, and other wicked 
ractices of the ſame kind. -  _ e e 
Thus much may ſerve in ſhort to ſhew what this vice 
Envy is, and wherein it confiſts; but to illuſtrate the 
atter a little more fully, I would before I proceed take. 
otice of one or two inſtances of it recorded in Scripture. 
he firſt that I ſhall mention is the Hiſtory of Jeſepb 
nd his Brethren ; Their Father Jaca ſeem'd to have 
arry'd himſelf with love and kindneſs enough to all his 
bhildren ; but becauſe the Son Joſeph was more favour'd 
an the reſt, kept in better Cloaths, and more tenderly 
cgarded, the reſt envy 11 and are reſoly'd'to get i 5 
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: of this Favourite, and ſo conſpire to kill him, and had 
done it but that they met with an opportunity of ſending IM 


him where they thought he would never more be heard 


ok: which, by the way, ſhould be a warning to Parents 


how they prefer one Child before another in their favour, 
becaulſe it not only does commonly ſpoil the Child they 
are thus fond of, but may raiſe ſuch Jealouſy,and Hatred, 
and Emulation among the reſt toward that, as may have 
very ill effects; as we ſee this Partiality of Jacob to his 
Son Joſepb had, which depriv'd him for ſo many years of 


that Child whom he chiefly lov'd, and had like to have 


1nvolv'd all the reſt in the Guilt of innocent Blood, and 


that the Blood of their Brother. The other Inſtance li 


would take notice of is in the Parable of the Labourers in 


the Vineyard: They that came to work in the Morn-W 
ing had agrecd with the Lord for ſo much, and are re-. 


preſented to have been well enough ſatisfyd to receive 
what they had agreed for; but when they ſaw other 
receive as much, who they thought had not deſerv'd i 
ſo well as themſelves, then they murmur againſt che 
good Man of the Houſe, and go away quite diſpleasd 
with what otherwiſe would have ſatisfy'd them very 
_ well : whereas they had no other cauſe of uneaſineſ; 
but only the goodneſs of the Maſter that imploy'd em, 
who had done them no wrong; but was only kind to 
other People in difpoſing as he pleas'd with his own. 
And this is a very common cauſe of diſcontent and 
e World, when Men miflike their own 
Condition, for no. other reaſon bur becauſe it is not quit 
ſo good as that of ſome of their Neighbours; and ſo thi 


' loſes theThanks,and Men the Comfort, of what is mor! 
than enough to make them happy; and would han 
Male chem fo, had nor God been kind to other Pe 
—_ OCT ͤ v 
But I now proceed to ſhew the great Unreaſonabl 
neſs and Sinfulneſs of this Vice of Envy; © 
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And tis a Sin certainly the moſt unreaſonable of any 
had che whole Catalogue of Vices; a Sin for which we 
ding cannot ſo muchas think of any reaſon, becauſe it dos not 
card ¶ conſiſt in pleaſing, but in diſquieting and vexing a Mans 
cents ſelf: and whatever Temptation Men may have to di- 
our, ¶ ſtucb others, no Man can have any to diſturb himſelf, ſo 
they I char the whole matter muſt be upon this account very 
red, WM abſurd. But beſides, tis vexing our ſelves to no purpoſe 
have upon the accouſſt of that which does us no harm, and 
where, with all our vexation, we can do out ſelves no 
rs of good. What our Saviour applys to another purpoſe, is as 
have true in this caſe, that with all our thoughts we cannot add 
| one cubzt to our ſtature, nor take away one from our Neigh- 
acelſſ bour; tho, if we could, 1 do not ſee we ſhould'be any. 
ron thing the better for it. In ſhort, If the good things whic 
oi God has given others do us no good, yet at leaft they do 
© Ic us no harm; we are never the poorer for their Riches, 


oo | for then we loſe the Comfort and Benefit of what we 
e have, and are really as poor as if we had nothing inthe = 


eas To conclude this Head; It is unreaſonable ro envy o- 
zul thers,becauſe the greateſt part of thoſe who are the com- 
= won Objects of Envy, are really in a condition not to be 
40 enyy d. The beſt condition in this world is only a mix- 
nd iq ture of Good and Evil: and as every ſtate has its proper 
7: Coaveniences, fo it has its proper Inconveniences too; 


and theſe fo mix'd together, that, upon confidering. 
things to the bottom, it will be a hard matter to judge 


TY whatcondition of Lite lies moſt adequate for Happinets. 
ef We ſee indeed the Pomp, and Splendour, and Galety of 


a great Eſtate, or great Place; and ſuch a proſpect is a- 
grceable enough to the Pride of Mens Hearts, and the 
corrupt Inclinations of Fleſh and Blood: but thoſe Wh 
have theſe things, feel a vanity in them that we cannot 
ſee; of Thich rh& is a plain Evidence, that thoſe who. 
have moſt of this World, yet are forc d, for ſatisfaction, 
o ſettheir Hearts upon * or other which Te 7 


but we really are the poorer when we come to envy em; 
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have not; and could they get all the World, would | 
eee s 
E  -. Before we envy any body, we ſhould conſider t 
whole of his Condition; not chuſe out the bright (id 
but conſider the Good and the Bad together. And w 
mould not only conſider the outſide of his Conditiog by 
=  whatisthe Temper of his Mind; for upon that chief 
3 depends Mens Happineſs. It may be the Perſon we enn 
has a perplex'd uneaſy Soul, and then nothing can mak 
him nappy zit may be his Conſcience is tormented wii 
| 7 — horrour; it may be his Mind is diſtracted wit 
Hopes or Fears, or immoderate. Deſires; it may be hei 
weary of what he has, and longs after ſomething that h 
has not, or it may be envies ſome· body elſe as much as u 
envy him: And after all, he that is in a flouriſhing Con 
dition to day, may be otherwiſe to morrow. The WorliÞ 
is very changeable, and we are not yet come to the con 
cluſion of things; and therefore the Philoſopher ſaid, N 
Man ſhould be accounted happy before his Death, be 
cCauſe till then he was ſtill liable to the revolutions of Fl 
tune. Thus if we conſider things only with an eye tothi 
world, tis abſurd enough to envy any body but it is muc 
more ſo if we conſider things as Cbriſtians, and with the 
&  -cycof Faith, And*tis.plain, that our Religion laies ve 
Urrtle ſtreſs upon the 5 1 of this World, but takes thi 
ee.tſtimate of the Happineſs or Unhappineis of Men with 
_ - relation to Eternity. If a Man fear God and have his fin 
pardon'd, and upon that account be in a way to be hap 
_ "py for ever, when this ſhort Scene of things is ended, cha 
VM Man is happy, let his Condition be what it will here; bu 
dhen it is very abſurd to envy him, becauſe it is a Happi 
nels that all may ha ve as well as he, ifthey pleaſe. But off 
the otber ſide, if a Man be wicked, and upon that accoun 
have no hope beyond this World, tho? he ſhould have ii 
In his power to be cloth 'd in pur ple and fine linnen, and to fa 
© ſumptwouſly every day, and have every thing his heart calf 
if with; yet we have more reaſon to pity and pray for hinl 
chan co think of Envy: for it is not a Condition 0 
1 . N e envy 
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d envy'd; to look great for a day, and then be miſerable 
ſor ever. | „ 


abſurd and unreaſonable. But I now proceed to ſhew 
you the great Wickedneſs and Sinfulneſs of it. 
To this end Ideſire you would conſider firſt, That this 


and almoſt always reckon'd among the Works of the 


L ings, Murders, 8c. And St. Paul, when he was taking no- 
tice of the great depravity of Nature, which God had 


hei ſuffer d the Hearhen-worldto fall into as a puniſhment for 

at H their Idolatry, reckons this Vice as one of the Chief, being 
as will full of Envy, Murder, Debate, Rom. 1. 29. But St. James 
Con goes further yet; James 3.16. Where Envying and Strife u, 


bere is Confuſion and every evil work, And indeed one would 
expect nothing better from it, if we do but conſider the 


they would engroſs and monopolize all that's good to 


ofthe World may fall down and worſhip them: which is 


Men, that we may well expect that where this is, there 


2. And this brings me to another Confidęration, that 


49785 in the World. 
t is 

xccounWGog,as it involves great Unthankfulneſs for the Mercies 
have! 
d to far 
art ca 
for hi 
n 0 U 
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Condition he is uneaſy under, and repines at, as every 


isa Vice which is very frequently condemn'd in Scripture, 


Fleſh. Thus, Gal. 5. 21. The works of the Fleſh are Envy- 


chief cauſes from whence it ſprings,which are Pride and 
Self- love, the great Enemies to God, and every thing that 
ij good. The reaſon why Men envy others, is becauſe 

themſel ves, and ſetup themſelves as Idols, that all the reſt 


aſpirit ſo directly contrary to that ſubmiſſion of Souls we 
owe to God, and to that Charity and due we owe to 


can hardly be any thing that is good, but every evil work. 


this Vice is utterly inconſiſtent with our Duty both to 
God and Men, and is often the occaſion of many Sins and 


nconſſtent with that due ſubmiſſion we owe to 


ve have receivd; for no Man can be thankful for that 


+ WE 


Upon all theſe accounts this fin of Envy muſt be very {| 


Man muſt do who envies his Neighbour.But further, the 
ſetting up for our own Honour, or our own Glory, which 
the very Foundation of this Vice, is a ſort of Idolatr ,; 


4 3 3 
tis taking thar Honour to our ſelves which is due to 
God, to whom belongs all the Praiſe and Glory of what. 
ever is good, whether in our ſelves or others. But the 
envious Perſon would not only uſurp the Honour of 
what he has already, but is angry that God fhould diver 
any other way, or do good to others, for fear it ſnouli 

_ eclipſe his Glory: which is ſo preſumptuous and ex or- 

bitant a conceit, that one would wonder it ſhould eve? 
come into the Head of any Creature. ra 

And as it is inconſiſtent with our Submiſſion to God, oli 
it is as much with Charity to Men. My Text tells us, thai 
Charity envieth not; Envy is indeed the perfect reverſe to 
that great Chriſtian Duty, as you may ſee in that deſcrip 
tion St. Paul gives of it, 1 Cor. 13. 4, 5, 6.—Cbarity ſuſn 
long, and is kind; Charity envieth not; Charity wanteth not i 
ſelf; is not puſfed up, doth not behave it ſelf unſeemly, ſecketif 

not her own, u not eaſily provok*d, thinketh no evil, &c.— 

| Now ifwe take the direct contrary to all theſe, we haut 

a full deſcription of the Sin of Envy, 
Indeed this Vice is inconſiſtent with Juſtice as well a 
Charity; for Juſtice requires that every Man ſhould qui 

ctly enjoy what is his own, and that we ſhould. not 8 

nuch as in our thoughts diſturb his eh Jolie, 
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of it; but it is much more inconſiſtent with Juſtice, i 
Ve conſider what arethe common cutward Effects of it 
The Apoſtle, as I quoted before, tells us, That where En 
vy u, there & confuſion and every evil work. - And! believer. 
if we look abroad, and fee hat's done in the World: 
| we ſhall find that many of the Murders, Contention hi 
Ulnderminings, bitter Refle&ions, Libellings, Animo he 
_ © * fries, andthelike, proceed from this Sin of Envy. la, 
deed ſo many Sins as there are, to which Pride, and Self 
love, andIll-nature may carry Men, ſo many the envi 
eis Perſon is in danger of. Not that I think that eve ": 
„Man, who may be juſtly charg'd with this Vic 1 
Muſt preſently run into all theſe Exceſſes: No, tha,” 
are degrees in this, as in all other Sins; ſuch a degtt 
may make a Man uneaſy in himſelf, may not alwa 
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Z 1. 
e powerful enough to carry him to other Sins; ſuch a 
Pegree as may make a Man flander or defame his Neigh- 


c was not a ſmall degree of it, that could perſwade Jo- 
Ibs Brethren to imbrue their hands in their Brother's 
Blood, and yet we ſee that had like to have been done. 


any thing that ſtands in their way, x.. 
But if this ſhould not carry us to all theſe Exceſſes, yet 
tag however it is very contrary to the true Spirit of the Chri- 
de en Religion, to that Spirit of Love and Humility, and 
HHeavenly-mindedneſs, which are the great Characters of 
Neis Diſciples ; and muſt very much unquality us for 
g State, where Love and Joy, Joy in God, and 
Joy in each others Happineſs,willbe our Entertainment 
/ / rin oo os. 
Thus have I ſnhew'd you the great Unreafonableneſs, 
and the great Sinfulneſs of this Vice. There are ſeveral 
other Conſiderations, which I cannot now tarry to inſiſt 
upon at large, and therefore ſhall but juſt name them. 
The firſt thing I would ſuggeſt is this, That Envy ſeems 


Nery dangerous ſnares, and too apt to carry Men thro» 


It's his Work to make Men miſerable, and to delight in 

it and to keep as many from being happy as he can; he 
lees what Condemnation he is under, and by all that we. 
know of his Nature and Actions; he envies that Man- 
kind ſhould be happier than he; and ſince he cannot riſe. 
himſelf, makes ir ſome Comfort, to bring as many as 


e can into the ſame ſtate of Condemnation. 
2. Let us conſider, That the envious Per ſon is i public 


courage ment to every thing that's Good and Great, „ 


— 


Pour, may not be Temptation enough to Murder him. 


Nut Pride and Self- love, and an iavenom'd Spirit, are 


woſt of any Vice, to partake of the nature of the Devil: 


enemy to Mankind, not only in that Envy is a great di- 
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hardly in the power of Providence to cure them by any 


q 
— 1 
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F advantageous circumſtances that can reaſonably be ſup- 


= ee ſome, that in ſ nething or other, in ſome Endow- 
= ol Body, or? id, or Fortune, will be before him, 


make him hatefal both to God, as an enemy to his Ho- 
nour, the Honour of his Gifts, and the Honour of do 
ing good; and it may juſtly make him hateful to Men 
an Enemy to all that's Good or Great, and of every Man- 
Happineſs but his own. What a fad place would the world 
be, were it ſuch as he moſt delights to ſee? that is, were 
there none in it who is better or happier than himſelt. 
21 But that which adds to the odiouſneſs of this Vice 
is, what I would take notice of in the third place; That 
the trouble of the envious Perſon ariſes chiefly from the 
proſperity or good things of thoſe who are his Friends, 
or Acquaintance,or Relations,or of the ſame Calling or 
Profeſſion with himſelf. The happineſs of a Stranger i; 
no great eye- ſore to him: As no Man ismuchconcern'd, 
who are prefer'd in Turły or India, or in other Parts re- 
mote ſrom us. But if Good happens to his Acquain- 
tance, or thoſe he moſt con verſes with, this ſets Envy at 
work; I ſuppoſe for this reaſon chiefly, becauſe theſe 
arte the Perſons he compares himſelf with, and therefore 
cannot bear that they ſhould be in any reſpe& better 
than himſelf, But this is an inhuman and a babarous 
thing, for by this a Man is the greateſt Enemy to thoſe of 
bis own bouſhold, to thoſe he — chiefly to love, and 
delight in any Good that befals tge. 
I be laſt conſideration I would ſuggeſt at preſent is this, 
That if Men once give up themſelves to this Vice, it is 


| ö change in their Condition; becauſe let a Man have all the 


pos d to concur in ad one Perſon, yet if his mind be not 
| -chang'd he will ſtill have eye- ſores before him; he will 
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eaſt rival him, which will ſpoil the Happineſs of 
e has, and very likely make him uneaſy and un. 

1 as long as he lives. And indeed unlefs his Mind 
' whatcan ſuch a Perſon do even in Heaven 
more happy any place is, the more mo 


uA—üUmdù — — 


Sa 
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io ¶ ſuppoſe any ſuch Perſon to get thither, with the ſame 


10 Pride and Self- love which he now has; he mult be for 
12; ingroſſing the Happineſs and Glory of that place too, and 
be diſcontented at the ſight of every Soul that ſhines 


them out of Heaven, ch 
ry. But this is ſuch an abſurd Suppoſition, and ſo con- 


ice Mirary tothe Love, and Joy, and Happineſs of that Place, 
hat ¶ chat we may be ſure no ſuch Perſon can ever get thither. 
the I now proceed in the laſt place to ſhew you, what I 
ids, Whudge the beſt means to prevent or cure this Vice. 


The firſt is to endeayour as much as we can to over- 
come, and get above that narrow Principle of Self. love, 


; re- Neiple of univerſal Love and Charity. My Text tells us, 
ain · chat Charity en viet hb not. This will incline us not only to 
„at Weep with them that weep, that is, to commiſerate the Af- 
heſe flictions of our Neighbours, and to do what we can to re- 
fore Nieye and make them eaſy : but alſo to rejoyce with them 
(ter 

rous ]Wctal them. This latter, tho it does not ſo commonly go 
ef Nader the name of Charity as the for mer, yet is as certain- 
and y the effect of true Love to our Neighbour, and as much 


ur Duty, and I doubt more hard to be practisd. The 


this ruth is, that Charity to the Poor is not ſo certain a fign of 
it is rue Love, as Charity to the Rich and Great, if I may ſo 
any W*prels it, to thoſe that thrive and proſper in the World 
the Moore than we do. When we give our Mony to the Poor, 
ſup- Jo thoſe that are below us, and humble themſelves to 

e not Nit is an Act of Superiority ; and there may be ſome- 
will Ning in it beſides Love to our Neighbour, which grat: 
dow- {W's a Paſfion that ſticks very cloſe to Is: And therefore 
him, t * au! ſuppoſes, That a Man may ive Al bs Goods 
eſs of {MW [ted the Poor, and ye: not bave Charity. - True Chari- 
4 un- to be pleagd with the Happineſs of our ' Neigh- 
Mind vr, to do what lies in Us to make him happy, and 
aven WP tejoyce if Providence has made him fo without our 


lhe islike to find for Envy to work upon: If we coul 4 
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at they may not eclipſe his Glo- 


and to raiſe and inlarge our Souls with the noble Prin- 


that rejojce.to.be pleas d and joyful at the good things that 


ſtance : This is the truly Charitable Temper, and 
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2 Siibmiſhion of Souls to hn. 


vour, from the great Conſt | 
to mortify all our inordinate Appetites to any thing 
this, eſpecially that we would endeavour to free 0 
Souls from Pride and Vain-Glory, and Ambition, a 
Covetouſneſs, which are the great Sources of this 
of Envy. To this end, Jer us often conſider, that! 
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is indeed a Temper of Soul truly noble and generous 


'  verypleaſing to the bountiful Creator of the World; 
Who is delighted with the Happineſs of his Creatures 
atid is never better pleas d wick 


us, than when he fees u 
imitate this Divine Perfection. | 
2. The next thitig I would adviſe is, That we endes 
vour fully to poſſeſs our hearts with the Senſe of this 


gteat Truth, that it is God that governs theWot1d, and 
who aſſigus to every Man his proper Rank and Station 


6 + 


and Condition in it; and that therefore ir becomes u 


e ending Creatures, to ſubmit with mo 
deſty an 70 Inels to whatever he ſhall pleaſe to or 


der, both with reſpect to our ſelves and others, and na 
ſo much as in out Thoughts to mirrmur Or repine at i 
Whatever ſeeming inequalities there may be in the Dil 


penſations of Providence, yet we onght to take for grau 


cmd, that an All-wife God has wiſe Reaſons for whateyt 
he ſhallthink fit to order, and that he is not bound i 
ascquaint us with them: However; that he is a gre 
Lord, the abſolute Proprietor both of us, and of eve 
thing in the World; and can diſpoſe a he pleaſes wit 

his own, and that it nuiſt be the higheſt prefumptid 
* i us to think to controul him in it. Whenever ther 
Fore we meet with any thing of this Kind that begins 


diſturb us, let us overlook all inferior Cauſes, and log 


ü to God, and ſay to out ſelves, Ir M the Lord, let him 
What ſaemeth him good. This thought will tend very mut 
to quiet us under all his Diſpenſat ions, both to our ſely 
and others; and Ibelieve, that there is nothing ſo like 

do engage God to favour us, and to do us good, as ſit 


Led 


The laſt Advice I would give is, that we would endt 
aon of the othet Wor! 


Won 
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1, 1 orld is not the place that muſt finally determine our 


d ; Happineſs or Miſery : that be our condition never fo 
res, ood or ſogreat here, we muſt quickly leave it; and be it 
ever fo bad, chat alſo muſt ſoon have an end; and 


den bere all theſe things will ſignify nothing. 
hi Let us ſometimes, in order to hep our Meditations 
anden this Matter, caſt our Eyes back upon all the Ages of 
tion 


nd whar is the preſent Condition of all thoſe that 
id before us: that on the one fide all the great Mo- 


88 U 
mo 


o ofWarchs, and great Stateſmen, the Rich and the Mighty, 

d noffthe Learned and the Wiſe, that were thought happy 

: at ii the World, and perhaps thought therafetves fo, 

e Di rheſe are all now dead and gone, depriv*d for ever of 
grauen thoſe things for which they were valud or envy'd = 
atcytWhiere; and not fo muchas the name of one in a thouſaid 
nd t them remains behind; and on the other ſide, all the 

i gte oor and the Miſerable, the Slaves and the Beggars are 
eye ea too, and are entered upon that State, wbere tbe 

5 wü ee ceaſe from troubling, and where the weary are at reſt, 

vi ptioMobere the Priſoners reſt together; they bear not the voice of rhe 
the eehher, tbe Small and the Great are there, and the Ser- 
ins free from hi Mater. 

1d 100} Theſe are all no divided into two great Ranks, the 

t hin Wood and the Bad, and therefore the Happy and the 

y mififerable. Thoſe of them who took care to pleaſe God, 

ir ſcl\nd to improve the Condition he had plac'd them in, 
ſo like ether it were High or low, are now affign'd to thoſe 
as ſuſſhappy Manſions, which the great Creator of the World 
_. {Wrovided for them upon their leaving the Body; but 
d endete of chem who forgot God, arid took mort care to 
tWotſiheaſe themſelves than to pleaſe him, are now veſerv'd 
thing Wider Chains of Darkieſs to the Julgment of the Great Day. 


free 0 
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Thar we moſt all enter upon a new unchangeable State, 


ankind; and let us con ſider a little what was the etl IF: 
have 


2 1 


We are at prefent in the Condition of neither of theſe: 

et we cannot But be ſenſible, that we are haſtening a- 

xc toward it, and muſt all in a little time, one aſter a- 

ther enter upon it; and chen it will be with us as it is 
eo Bobs Bugle, 3-1-4 


| Shs wich 3 a be quite incal 12 er 
eh "AY 3 Efices or Inconveniences of this preſedt State as much wi 
4 ad died i ooo years ago; and niuſtenter upon that new 

kergal State, either good or bad, which the great Judge oft 
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ND mighty, ho beſt knows what is good for us to chuſe it: 

. NC Ve manage our Parts well it will be no great matter what o 
75 * - Condition: is, becauſe it will be very quickly over, and we mu 
etc upon a new one, where all theſe. things will. ſiguife nd 


; 3 : 5 + as.. ttle matter what we are now ; for we ſhall be in ou 
Graves, Where the Poor and the Rich, the Noble and the Ig 
LE  - noble, be that had Money and he that had none, are all equa 
UE. Beweneverfo-Rich or Great; we can neither buy off Deatt 
doe make our Account the eaſier at Judgment; all we have wi 
then be quite uſeleſs to un, and we are not ike to have an 
[| great Satufaction 1 in the remembrance 1 what we leave be 


| things will be the beſt way to 25 al out paſſions and appt 
Fr  . ties,to make us eaſie under all the Diſpenſations of Providen 
ce either to our ſelyes or others, and 

2 Poyurcd theſe temporal things, that in the purſuit of them 


| 5 p _ be the bleſſed: 1 95 pon all of us, for the ſake of Fel 
ee bot now and fr 
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e ſhall allgn ys, tO, accord ling as We: have. behav'd « 
Ves ere. K 214 * SIE LOTT TT aha | 
„Let us then all hey perſuaded krequeatly to Wend of th 
fn ge and to have a Ge chat nothing here do ſo far poſleſs ot 
3 hes;as to make us forget the great Buſineſo we came int 
1 abou. If we do this as we ought to do, we ſha 
nor bare much Inclination, or any reaſon to envy others; ne 
be very long of any Condition, uherein we are like to be e 
- wo our ſelyes, Let it be gur main care to do dur Duty, an 
A our part well whatever, our Station be, but leave God A 


Mes Had we liv'd, but a few years ago, it had by this tim 
been of bo Importance, whether we bad. .livd high in th 
Morld, or had been forc'd' to beg our Bread, e all tha 
- Would have been now over; And a few years hence it will b 


hind us. $46.4 34 
To en in A a word, the * *. Medication of the 


to maderate.our Dgkres tk 


- finally, Joſe not the things that are eternal; which God grat 


Chriſt, to whom with the e boly Spirit be all Hono 


nen. 1 
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